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Welcome To New Guardian
Ad Litem Board Members
Guardian ad Litem is proud to welcome our most
recent Guardian ad Litem Foundation Board members:
Heather Solanka, Lisa Moore and Anne McCabe.  

Heather Solanka is a native of the
Garden State, but has spent the
greater part of her life in Florida. She is
a partner at Akerman LLP where she
practices in the area of commercial
litigation.  Solanka earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in civil engineering
from the United States Coast Guard

Academy and a law degree from the University of Florida
College of Law.  Prior to attending law school, she served on
active duty in the United States Coast Guard for six years,
including two years as the assistant engineer in the CGC
Confidence and four years in New Orleans.  During that time,
she was lucky enough to survive four rounds of Mardi
Gras and one CG helicopter crash.  Solanka is an alumnus of
Leadership Jacksonville (Class of 2011) and currently serves
on the Youth Leadership Jacksonville Development and
Selection Committees.  She is a volunteer Magistrate for Duval
County Teen Court and a member of the Board of Directors for
the Jacksonville Children's Chorus, The Towers of
Jacksonville, Inc. and Baptist Towers Foundation, Inc.  In her
spare time she enjoys cheering on her beloved Gators and,
very recently, putting a few miles on her Harley-Davidson Road
King.
 
Lisa J. Moore currently serves as
Executive Director, Employee
Relations and College Equity Officer
for Florida State College at
Jacksonville (FSCJ). Previously,
Moore was a Policy and Compliance
Director and Director Professional
Standards for Duval County Public
Schools, Director County Court Mediation Fourth Judicial
Circuit and Assistant State Attorney Fourth Circuit.
She graduated from Georgia State University with a Bachelor
of Science in business administration and received a law
degree from Mercer University School of Law.  She is a self-
described foodie who loves to read and travel, and enjoys
watching almost all sports.
 

Anne McCabe (Lobelson) moved to
the Jacksonville area after twenty
years in Nashville, TN. While there,
McCabe first aligned with the
Nashville CASA program, serving as a
volunteer for seven years while she
was at home with her children. As their
activities increased,  McCabe stepped

up to serve the Board for four years; first, as the Kappa Alpha
Theta representative to the Board, and then as the Junior
League of Nashville representative. Both organizations were
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Guardian ad Litem is thrilled
to have caught the attention
of Laurie A. Brochu and her
foundation, 100 Women
Who Care Jax. 100 Women
Who Care is a nonprofit that
helps provide funding to
other various nonprofits. It
has a national group, as
well as other localized
groups.  Inspired by Regina
Brett's book "Be the
Miracle" and aided by the
local Ft. Lauderdale
chapter, Brochu brought
100 Women Who Care to
Jacksonville. The growing
Jacksonville chapter meets
quarterly and has already
given funds to charities like
Canine's for Warriors, the
Police Athletic League and
H.O.M.E.S. Guardian ad
Litem was honored to join
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founding financial sponsors of the Nashville CASA program. 
McCabe then moved to Jacksonville in August 2015. Fellow
Kappa Alpha Theta alumnae Marietta Sampson and Kellie
Prusiecki asked McCabe to again serve, this time on the GAL
Board in Jacksonville, and McCabe answered the call. She
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in public relations and has
been working as a professional recruiter for the past ten years.
  

Guardian ad Litem was thrilled
to be one of the benefitting
charities of the 2015 The Gig - A
Cause To Party event held at
the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall on
September 12.  The event
featured live music, food trucks
and fundraising.  Thank you to
the event's gracious hosts and

attendees for the generous $10,000 donation to GAL!

Gooding's GAL Good Works
Judge David Gooding was the
guest of honor at the October 1 I
Am For The Child ® cocktail
reception held at the home of
Pandora and Tom Vanberkel.
Attendees enjoyed live acoustic
music and representatives from the
UNF's Kappa Alpha Theta assisted
with serving the guests.  

GAL advocate Lauri Dieterle moved the crowd as she shared
poignant moments from her experiences. Melinda Brown,
Director of Guardian ad Litem, and board member Anne Urban
also spoke.

Gooding then addressed guests,
speaking on his passion for helping
children in the court system and the
power of the Guardian ad Litem
program. Throughout his career,
Gooding has been an outspoken,
tireless advocate for Florida's
abused and neglected children. His
continued dedication and leadership
ensures that the children's best
interests are achieved in the
dependency court system and his
work embodies the mission and
values of the GAL program.  

"Our children are 30% of our population and 100% of our
future," said Gooding.

that list when Brochu
presented GAL Board
President Marietta
Sampson with a $600 check
in September. Click for
more information on 100
Women Who Care Jax.
 

 

Kappa Alpha
Theta Honored
The Kappa Alpha Theta
fraternal chapter at the
University of North Florida
has been named the 2015
Guardian ad Litem
Community Advocate of the
Year. For the past 25 years,
Thetas have supported
court appointed special
advocates (CASA/GAL) in
their quest to impact the
lives of children. 

In Circuit 4, the Thetas have
provided volunteer hours
and manpower any time
there has been a need for
additional support. The local
chapter at the University of
North Florida regularly
invites GAL to address their
new members in order to
promote the partnership that
exists between the
organizations.

GAL has an active Theta
alumni group who most
recently provided local
Jacksonville children with
over 300 “Birthday in a Bag”
packages, providing a
complete birthday
experience for the children
and their foster families. For
their annual “Day of
Service”, the Thetas hosted
a cookout in honor of GAL
volunteer child advocates,
staff and the children. This
year marks the 25th
anniversary of Kappa Alpha
Theta's national support of
the CASA/GAL cause.

Happy endings are the ultimate success story for
any GAL advocate.  So, it is with great pleasure
that we share the story of B.W. and how his happy
ending was achieved in just nine months.

Guardian ad Litem is honored to recognize long-
time GAL supporter and board member Ashley
Cooper-Heath as our inaugural Volunteer Spotlight.

Ashley Cooper-Heath recently stepped down from
the Guardian ad Litem Board of Directors in August
of this year.  As one of the longest-standing board
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B.W.'s case started as a
non-shelter case in
which his biological
mother left B.W. in the
care of his Godmother
shortly after his birth.
His GAL advocate
helped B.W.'s case
worker realize that
B.W. was not in the
care of his mother, but
had been left with his
Godmother full time.
Now identified as a

shelter case, the Godmother was subject to a
requisite home study, which she unfortunately did
not pass.  With no caregiver deemed fit to care for
young B.W., he had to be placed into foster care.

In attempts to work with B.W.'s biological mother,
she never stayed in contact or complied with the
case plan. Eventually, the advocate team never
heard from B.W.'s mother again and her parental
rights were terminated. After only 3-4 months, the
team found B.W.'s biological aunt, where he was
temporarily placed after a successful home study.
One short month later, his aunt's adoption was
approved, and B.W. had a loving and safe
permanent home.  

Had it not been for the hard work of B.W.'s
guardian ad litem, he might still be in an unfit
living situation. Now, in just nine months, B.W. is
happy in his forever home. 

members, Cooper-Heath has devoted years to
championing the Guardian ad Litem cause.  She is
also an advisor to the University of Florida's Kappa
Alpha Theta fraternity, serving as liaison between
the two organizations' partnership.  Cooper-Heath
has been a valuable resource for helping recruit
and encourage the Thetas' involvement in GAL
programs and events.

In October, Cooper-Heath competed in the Hawaii
Ironman 2015 World Championships as the only
female handcyclist out of roughly 2,000 individuals.
Upon her return, she visited the ladies of The Chat,
where she shared her experiences with Guardian
ad Litem and the positive impact the program has
on the dependency court system.

Ashley, we thank you for your years of service and
wish you all the best in the future.  
 

During this month of Thanksgiving, let me share a big thank you to each of
the Guardian ad Litem Advocates in the Fourth Judicial Circuit covering
Clay, Duval and Nassau counties.  These volunteers don’t come for a
"done-in-a-day” volunteer event.  They come for years because they are
truly committed to the child’s best interest and their recommendations carry
considerable weight with the judge, attorneys and social services.  The
roughly 600 GAL volunteer advocates take great care in the over 1,000
children they serve. They support both mind and body, whether the children
have endured years of abuse or neglect, are torn between loving their
parents, are disillusioned about the definition of a caring family or
erroneously think they have done something wrong.   
 
These abused and neglected children become the subject of judicial
proceedings each year in Florida and are placed in the Guardian Ad Litem program. The advocates serve as
a trusted confidant for their appointed children and help influence the judge's decision on the child's best
living situation.  The advocates also interacts with the social worker, lawyers, school counselors, teachers,
doctors, parents and foster parents. 

Guardian ad Litem advocates are the voice of the child. Without them, a child’s voice is often unheard, and
best interests may be overlooked in the complicated and overburdened dependency court process. For
many GAL children, monsters don't live under the bed, but in real life. Some parents need help in learning to
be better parents: managing their anger, overcoming substance abuse or learning new parenting skills.
 Some may never be good, loving parents. 
 
Monies raised for the GAL program have funded opportunities like summer camp for children to escape
unsafe, drug-addicted homes, hair extensions for a teenage girl to hide the scars on her head caused by her
father's intentional cuts, or new tennis shoes for a boy who has never had a new pair of shoes. 
 

The Guardian ad Litem Foundation also funds the GAL program’s
recruiting and training of new advocates.  While intangible, the
value of a GAL advocate is priceless for the children in the program.
A child with a volunterer advocate is 50% less likely to return to
foster care, more likely to get individualized assistance in school
and more likely to be permanently adopted. 
 
So, as I sit down for Thanksgiving dinner with my own daughter and

family this year, I will give thanks that we have Guardian ad Litem volunteer advocates to be the voice of our
foster care children.  Please join with me in doing the same by supporting the GAL program through a
financial donation. Or, volunteer and give the ultimate gift to those children still in need of an advocate - the
gift of your voice. 
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